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The concept of stress/accent has been traditionally accepted in prosodic descriptions of Czech. It takes the initial position in stressable words, and has demarcative and discoursive functions. However, not all characteristics introduced by traditional impressionistic approaches (dynamic nature of accents, high tones on stressed syllables, regular secondary accents etc.) are tenable in the light of modern analyses. In this talk, I shall namely discuss the following issues: relation of pitch accents with sentence intonation; the nature and function of prenuclear and nuclear pitch accents; stress vs. stress units; temporal patterns of stress units; dynamic patterns of stress units; the dichotomy stress vs. accent and its application to Czech; the mere existence of stress/accent in Czech; examples of other languages with contested status of stress/accent.
