PORTUGUESE VOWELS

(European Portuguese from Illustrations of the IPA)

Portuguese 1s remarkable for the number of nasalized vowels and diphthongs (including contrasting nasal
and oral diphthongs).

The examples are arranged as far as possible in oral/nasal pairs that match as closely as possible (vowels not
available 1n stressed position have been omitted).



1. Monophthongs

oral Vi Ve S € vVa S J S0 mudu
[»] [»] [»] [»] [»] [»] [»]
Gcsawﬂﬂ Ccsee,7 GccathedraIQ, 66g09’ Ccalone,, CGI am” “mute,’
(1sg.) (3 sg.) (3sg.) (m.)
nasal vl étru etru SO miudu
[»] [»] [»] [»] [»]
“came” “enter” “den” “sound” “world”
(1sg.) (1sg.) (n.)
2. Diphthongs
oral eneif  sai sel moi moite enuif viu meu vVeu mau
[»] [»] [»] [»] [»] [»] [»] [»] [»] [»]
“I’ingS” CGgO Out” “k_n()W” chrind,9 “thiCket,, “agree,, CcsaW97 “mine’, “VCil” chad93
(n.) (3 sg.) (1sg.) (3 sg.) (2 sg.) (3 sg.) (poss. m.) (m. sg.)
nasal sei enoif miite meu
[»] [»] [»] [»]
“hundred” “dwarves”‘much, many” “hand”

(m.) (f) (n.)



