Vocal-tract anatomy: Data from the Visible Human Project

Viewing the human body as a series of sections or slices has become very familiar from
computer tomography and magnetic resonance imaging. The Visible Human Project is
unique for being based not on a specific imaging technique but on anatomical photos
made of a large number of very thin slices from head to toe of the body of an executed
murderer (after death the body was frozen and then sectioned).

The basic visible human data is a series of axial (transversal) slices at 1 mm intervals, but
it has been rearranged so that it can also be viewed as a series of sagittal or coronal
slices. The red links start the corresponding film.
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A set of notes on features of interest in these films is under preparation.

A female body with an even higher spatial resolution is now also available. This has been
the subject of a fair amount of research into the basic anatomy of the tongue muscles.

See http://www.nlm.nih.gov/research/visible/visible _human.html for more information on
the Visible Human Project.
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