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Spoken communication is a biological behavior emerging very early in development
in the context of other skills in the speech motor, perception, lexical and
phonological domains. While those competences have been well studied in the last
decades, how they interact over time is not yet well understood.

In this talk, | will discuss research addressing the development of coarticulation in
relation to children’s growing lexicon and phonological awareness, all three
reflecting the ability to (dis)assemble speech units of varied size. | will further provide
preliminary results showing how reading acquisition — initiated years after children
have started to speak - interacts with speech motor organization for casual speech.
Drawing on this evidence, | will argue that various language-related skills interact
dynamically over time and must be considered to fully account for the development
of spoken language fluency.
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