/s/ aspiration in Andalusian Spanish — an experimental study of 4 cities
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Recently, aspiration of coda /s/ before voiceless occlusives in Andalusian Spanish has attracted
substantial academic attention since it has various phonetic realisations, the most notable of
these being no phonetic cues of aspiration after the vowel and in its stead a voiceless aspirated
stop in Western Andalusian Spanish (WAS) and a voiceless aspirated and elongated stop in
Eastern Andalusian Spanish (EAS). There has been much debate on the phonetic motivation
of such pronunciations and their phonological status, particularly whether they are intended by
speakers or a result of purely phonetic processes relating to the synchronisation and overlap of
articulatory gestures ((Cronenberg et al. 2020; Gerfen 2002; Moya Corral 2007; O’Neill 2009;
O’Neill 2010; Parrell 2012; Ruch 2012; Ruch & Harrington 2014; Ruch & Peters 2016;
Torrerira 2007a; Torrerira 2007b; Torrerira 2012; Torrerira & Ernestus 2011). Opinions differ
and different experiments produce different and, at times, contrasting results (see Ruch &
Harrington 2014 for an overview). Common to all the aforementioned studies, however, is their
exclusive focus on /s/ before voiceless occlusives in word internal contexts (e.g. pasta ‘pasta’,
caspa ‘dandruff’).

In normal speech /s/ tends not to have an alveolar fricative pronunciation before any
consonants in Andalucia but there is a marked lack of research as to (a) what these
pronunciations are, (b) the effects of external sandhi and (c¢) whether the morphological status
of <s> influences its pronunciation. The present study, therefore, does not primarily intend to
explore the contested academic questions regarding the phonetic origin and phonological status
of any new types of pronunciations; rather, the aim is to focus on the differences between the
speech of specific cities and expand on previous research in analysing more linguistic contexts
of coda /s/, specifically: (a) word internal position before all types of consonants, and (b) across
word boundaries pre-vocalically and in all preconsonantal positions. In the latter case I will
also explore the different types of morphological <s> , specifically: as a marker of 2SG on
verbs, PLURAL on nouns and in the word dos ‘two’. I argue that focussing on different contexts
of /s/ aspiration and different cities in which the rate of change from pre-to-post aspiration
varies is extremely insightful in revealing the different processes and mechanisms of sound

change.

References



Cronenberg, Johanna, Michele Gubian, Jonathan Harrington & Hanna Ruch. 2020. A dynamic
model of the change from pre- to post-aspiration in Andalusian Spanish. Journal of
phonetics 83.

Gerfen, C. 2002. Andalusian codas. . Probus 14.247-77.

Moya Corral, J. A. 2007. Noticia de un sonido emergente: la africada dental procedente del
grupo -st- en Andalucia. . Revista de Filologia de la Universidad de La Laguna 25.457—
65.

O’Neill, Paul. 2009. The effect of s-aspiration on occlusives in Andalusian Spanish. Oxford
University Working Papers in Linguistics, Philology & Phonetics 12.73-86.

—.2010. Variacion y cambio en las consonantes oclusivas del espafiol de Andalucia. . Estudios
de Fonética Experimental XIX.11-41.

Parrell, B. 2012. The role of gestural phasing in Western Andalusian Spanish aspiration. .
Journal of Phonetics 40.37-45.

Ruch, H. 2012. Affrication of /st/ in Western Andalusian Spanish: Variation and change from
a sociophonetic point of view. Proceedings of “Sociophonetics, at the crossroads of
speech variation, processing and communication”, ed. by S. Calamai, C. Celata & L.
Ciucci, 61-64. Pisa: Edizioni della Normale.

Ruch, H & J Harrington. 2014. Synchronic and diachronic factors in the change from pre-
aspiration to post-aspiration in Andalusian Spanish. Journal of Phonetics 45.12-25.

Ruch, Hanna & Sandra Peters. 2016. On the Origin of Post-Aspirated Stops: Production and
Perception of /s/ + Voiceless Stop Sequences in Andalusian Spanish. Laboratory
Phonology: Journal Of The Association For Laboratory Phonology
7. TYPE=Issue|ARK=ark:/81055/vdc_100113995531.0x000001 ENUMA=7[ENUMB
=1|CHRONI=2016|DATE=2016/PAGES=.

Torrerira, F. 2007a. Coarticulation between aspirated-s and voiceless stops in Spanish: An
interdialectal comparison. Selected proceedings of the 9th hispanic linguistics
symposium, ed. by N. Sagarra & A.J. Toribio. Somerville, MA: Cascadilla
Proceedings.

—. 2007b. Pre- and postaspirated stops in Andalusian Spanish. Segmental and prosodic issues
in Romance Phonology ed. by P. Prieto, P. Mascar6 & M.J. Solé, 67-82. Amsterdam:
Benjamins.

—. 2012. Investigating the nature of aspirated stops in Western Andalusian Spanish. Journal
of the International Phonetic Association 42.49-63.

Torrerira, F & M Ernestus. 2011. Realization of voiceless stops and vowels in conversational
French and Spanish. Laboratory Phonology 2.331-53.



