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Adding consonants to a syllable coda can affect the duration of preceding segments. Previous
studies have highlighted an effect of consonant type. In this talk we examine the effects of
morphological structure and voicing, focusing on syllable rimes containing postvocalic laterals
and nasals. The results reveal a consistent pattern for monomorphemic clusters with a voiceless
finalconsonant (e.g., welt, pent), which differin their temporal organization from other conditions.
Interestingly, this pattern emerges for both laterals and nasals, challenging earlier findings that
suggested distinct timing behavior between laterals and nasals. These findings raise questions
about the mechanisms underlying rime shortening and suggest that morphological and
phonological structure may also be important for understanding timing patterns, in addition to
the identity of the postvocalic consonant.



