
Broad contact all 
along inside 
surface of upper 
teeth and beyond. 
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Western Arrernte (w. of Alice Springs, N.T., 
central Australia) laminal dental /t5/ 
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Photos from Anderson, V. (2000). Giving Weight to Phonetic Principles: The Case of Place of Articulation in Western Arrernte. Doctoral dissertation, UCLA. (Fig. 3.20).
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Comments I. Maddieson



 W. Arrernte laminal post-alveolar /t=/ 

Broad contact well 
behind the upper 
teeth in the mid-
line (partially on 
teeth in the region 
of the molars) 



Narrow contact just 
behind the upper 
teeth in the mid-
line (again, 
partially on teeth in 
the region of the 
molars) 

 W. Arrernte apical alveolar /t/ 



Relatively narrow 
contact well 
behind the upper 
teeth in the mid-
line. Some 
smearing of 
contact pattern 
probably indicates 
movement of the 
point of contact 
during the closure 

W. Arrernte apical post-alveolar /ˇ/ (‘retroflex’) 




